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principle of a cosmopolitan society, and thus rose to a new
positive conception of the relation of men to men which could take
the place of the old relations of kinsmen or fellow-citizens/'
It is thus clear that the richness of an abstract conception
depends upon its efficacy in awakening the religious conscious-
ness of man. Where an intensive feeling is aroused thereby, it
transcends the limits of logic, and is capable of a richness and
fulness of content, which baffle definitions and outstrip the compass
of the hard and fixed categories of the understanding. Our most
exalted spiritual experiences are least capable of being expressed by
precise scientific formulsB, and when we attempt to express them,
the language we use insensibly takes a negative form. T
The richness of an abstract conception thus depends very much
on the capacity of the mind to grasp it and so to realise it in
practical life as to give it, so to speak, a concrete form. All ideals
are illustrations of this truth,
But what false or empty abstraction is involved in our concep-
tion of Brahma ? Is the theory of knowledge by which modern
philosophy in Europe tests these questions itself correct22 Pro-
fessor Ferrier and Professor Veitch tell us that it is not, and
requires correction; it tabes no note, at the outset, of what man,
as a fact, does know; it ignores the fact that the laws of our
knowing the object in time and space are not necessarily the
laws of our knowing all objects3; it takes no note of the fact that
all important and primitive truths are known to Reason not by any
syllogistic process. The cogito ergo sum, for instance, of Descartes,
is not a syllogism but an enthymeme. Without an exhaustive study
of psychology, without fully realising what actually is involved in the
conception of thought, it boldly ventures to stigmatise psychologi-
cal and metaphysical facts as unthinkable fictions, empty abstrac-
tions, devoid of content, etc., etc., when these facts are found to be
inconsistent with. that theory. The truth is that the gulf supposed
to exist between. Being and Knowing is at once bridged by the
1 J. Caird's € Introd. PIiil. Kel.,' pp.  Brahmav^din for 1906, pp. 57 and
24-25.                                  following, on the Bralimic condition of
2 Modern speculative thought is im- "M1^*
potent to reach the heights to which    3 Veitch, p. 3.
Fed^ntehas gone. See an article in Vol. II

